Dear Jim, 'j/20/74- 

A note on how the executive news (TV) mind works, H»rely a record I share. 

A nonth a.;o I took an almost complete xtroz of W IV to A3C Sow.: in DC. They 
worn inter. ;s tad. The decided in IfYC was to return after Labor Day. V/lwt they did not 
tell no then i 3 that they have what they cam an invBatigctivo nan. They put him on 
it. They did not tell no tliin nor did he or they ask me a single added ( uestion. I 
could not put pressure on them and I could not let tjcaie i'ly without cornu reaming. do, 
each time 1 could i contrived a legitimate reason for goi ng there or getting Jh to phone, 
“••o problem geccing through. The sincerity of the intercut on the news level is 
apparent. first visit, to have been maybe -j mins., lusted evar an hour.) 

lira. X went each witli the final pages, etc. That/wao also a very good meeting. 

Gave me -m excuse to introduce Lcucr. .lore siiluncs. 

There is a point in tho text where 7. reason tiiat one of the possible xx explanations 
:.oi giving tranuenut to c* if. nixor'j use, for his justification arid the defense 

of iiia honchos, hast excuse was to ask nesar to phone with page citations from Bantam 
transcripts Nixon’s tapes (101, lup as 1 recall). This led to their telling him what 
th« present situation i 3 . it apimreutly lianga on substantiation of my relations with 
ituasell. Tin. .<osrd he got is trial bureau chief woulu call, u e did, much later. I told 
him ho was welcome to entire file but tliat copying it was beyond me, remindort him I’d 
aaxod him to send someone because there was so much, tliat wan also roleveant. As we 
talxed and 1 mentioned substantiation, apparently what they wanted was some moof that 
Russell didn’t believe WR. They put it in exaggerated form, hut I mentioned. his -ire-death 
o° X , b ^ St an<1 8Hirl 1 ^ a Pont report. Gould I please send that? They couldn't phone 
box s DO office and get the text? Great investigators ! They couxd not hnvr been in 
touch with Russell's former adm. assistant in the past mouth? He is easy to find, a 
youig lawyer in practise in GcorftLn who remembers as I do, or did last rear. So, J. 
copied tiiat, a few toher things, like Russell 'a bre.uk with L3 J and a few of his xixt 
letters to m>* and made a npw&al trip into town to nail a the P.o. on the ch-moo 
it ..ould got out yesterday and be received today. And be satisfactory. 

News indeed They've been toying with what by any rational xbsxyxixxxKX xr 
stiJMlrad is several major exclusive stories for a month, meaning I'm hungup on any other 
e-ectroniciiraedin an roach meaning tiiat I'll have to try for another if they don't now 
go 1 or ic when in effect the whole tiling, except for my Uoggily) anthologLcal uso 
anu oun writing baconos public domain. Grew t tine for sale! 

dnanwhilr, wo still luxv no books. Two ruin-d sigs not replaced. Ho uaper! Shortage 
and strike, ^-ant v;ord, yesterday, enough located out of town and to be trucked in. 
Gutenberg had it easier! 

HW 
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